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LEADING ARTICLES IN THE CHINESE PRESS. 


Jssvep BY THE Royat Instirute oF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS BY 
ApRANGEMENT WITH THE INFORMATION SERVICE ON INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS. 


Summaries of articles in the Chinese vernacular Press will be published as 
a Supplement to the Bulletin from time to time, in order that those interested 
in Chinese Affairs may be informed as to the manner in which current events are 
presented to the Chinese people. It will, of course, be understood that the 
ublication of them does not imply approval of the opinions expressed nor 
a guarantee that the facts stated in them are not distorted, incorrect or biased. 


JAPANESE MINISTER TO CHINA. 


The appointment of Mr. Obata as successor to the late Mr. Saburi, whose 
jomination to the post was warmly welcomed throughout China, has raised 
a storm of protest in the Press. He is represented as being the chief pro- 
tagonist of the unpopular Twenty-one Demands, which the Nationalists 
claim they have never recognised and point to as the source of all their sub- 
sequent disagreements with Japan; it is alleged, moreover, that in 
conversation he has expressed himself as unfavourable to any abolition of 
(ousular jurisdiction, a question which vitally concerus China’s future ; his 
appointment, far from: giving any hope of improved relations with Japan, 
could only increase China’s suspicions of Japan’s ultimate intentions. A man 
with his antecedents is entirely unsuitable for the post of Minister to China, 
and the Chinese Government is perfectly within its rights, as well as fully 
justified, in refusing to accept him. To agree to Mr. Obata’s appointment 
would be a worse defeat than their enforced acceptance of the Russian demands 
in connection with the Chinese-Russian Railway. 


The Shen Pao (Shanghai) of December 7th says that China deeply regretted 
the untimely death of the late Mr. Saburi, to whom she looked for improved 
relations with Japan; and she certainly expected that Japan would make 
choice of a suitable man to succeed him. China now learns that Mr. Obata 
has been nominated for the post and that he anticipates that he will prove 
acceptable to China. What can the Japanese Government mean by this 
appointment of a man whose past connections with China we can never forget ? 
lnstead of removing our suspicions, this will only increase them. It might 
be argued that conditions now are different from what they were and that 
this appointment does not imply approval of what occurred in the past ; 
also that the Obata of to-day is not the Obata of those painful years. This is, 
of course, possible. But if Japan really desires better relations with China 
and intends to withdraw the Twenty-one Demands, why appoint the man 
vho was mainly instrumental in forcing them on China ¢ 


Sin Wan Pao (Shanghai), December 10th. The late Mr. Saburi was fully 
acquainted with conditions in China and his appointment gave hope of a 
‘ettlement of outstanding questions. When Mr. Obata’s nomination to the 
post Was announced the whole Chinese nation rose in protest ; nevertheless, 
Jipan is still pressing us to agree to it. The present Japanese Cabinet has 
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repeatedly expressed its intention of undoing the past and establishing relatigys 
on a better footing ; this being so, the selection of a Minister called for the 
most careful consideration. Apart from other objections, Mr. Obata was 
largely responsible for the Twenty-one Demands from which most of oy 
subsequent disagreements with Japan have arisen: he is certainly not th 
man to withdraw them. What hope is there of dissipating misunderstanding; 
if Japan insists on making use of an agent who is quite unacceptable ty 
China ? 

The Shih Shik Hsin Pao (Shanghai’ of December 11th, in a violent article 
under the heading ‘‘ Get out, Obata,”’ maintains that a man who has incurred 
such general dislike cannot be tolerated as Minister; the whole nation js 
opposed to his appointment, and China must refuse Japan’s reiterated demand 
for his acceptance Every independent State has the right to be consulted 
as to its willingness to receive any particular person as Minister ; and if the 
proposed nominee is not acceptable and the appointment is, nevertheless, 
persisted in, then that State is entirely within its rights in refusing to accept 
that person as Minister. While not the originator of the Twenty-one Demands 
Mr. Obata played the most important part in enforcing their acceptance on 
China ; and in the course of the negotiations he banged his fist on the table 
and indulged in other minatory gestures. At that time he was Secretary of 
Legation ; but later, when he was promoted to be Minister. he was guilty of 
conduct quite unbecoming to a foreign representative. The Nationalists 
have never recognised the Twenty-one Demands and do not want to see or 
hear anything more of their chief protagonist. His acceptance as Minister 
would be a more serious defeat than our wholesale surrender to the Russian 
demands in connection with the Chinese-Eastern Railway. 


The Sin Wan Pao of December 12th says that as soon as China learnt 
of Mr. Obata’s nomination as successor to the late Mr. Saburi she vigorously 
expressed her dissatisfaction ; Japan, however, has ignored China’s repre- 
sentations and has definitely confirmed the appointment. That China's 
objections to Mr. Obata were not unfounded is shown by the language he 's 
reported to have used on the subject of the abolition of Consular jurisdiction. 
He is alleged to have remarked that considered as an abstract proposition 
there was nothing to object to it, but to carry it into effect would raise serious 
difficulties ; there were the interests of some 300,000 Japanese residents to be 
considered. In other words the idea was not feasible. Are China’s cherished 
hopes to be thus lightly dismissed ? Other countries have alien residents 
and there are no complaints about their treatment ; why must Japanese 
residents in China be protected by Consular jurisdiction ? Holding such 
views as this he is not likely to promote good relations between China aud 
Japan. 

Russia. 


Since its outbreak the dispute over the Chinese-Eastern Railway lis 
formed the subject of almost daily comment in the Press. The view on 
sistently taken has been that China was the blameless victim while Russi 
was the ruthless aggressor ; on the rare occasions when the question hes heer 
broached of China’s possible responsibility for any provocation it has been 
immediately dismissed on the plea that Russia’s deliberate flaunting of the 
terms of the Agreement fully justified China in taking over the control of the 
line as the only means of protecting herself from a flood of Bolsh 
propaganda. China being a signatory to the Kellogg Pact must be held to be 
in the right so long as she stopped short of active military measures ; if she 
was considered to have given provocation by any action she had taken, the 
only redress open to the aggrieved Power was “ peaceful negotiations 
Moreover, it was the duty of the Powers actively to uphold this principle an 
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take effective measures against any Power infringing it. Chang Hsiieh 
Liang’s acceptance of the Russian demands is represented as a crushing 
defeat ; it is the more deplorable as affording the Japanese a precedent for 
negotiating direct with the Mukden Government, which she has hitherto 
not succeeded in doing, and as likely adversely to affect the forthcoming 
conversations at Washington on the subject of extra-territorial rights. 


The Ta Kung Pao (Tientsin) of November 16th, under the heading of 
“4 lamentable record,” gives a detailed résumé of the events following 
(hina’s taking over the railway ; and it represents China as the innocent 
victim of Russian ruthlessness. Russia’s first armed attack — 
August 13th-18th—threw the entire responsibility on her for a breach of 
the peace ; but the Powers have contented themselves with expressing pious 
wishes for a peaceful settlement. The Russian attacks have been brought 
to the notice of the signatory Powers to the Kellogg Pact, and it remains to 
be seen what action they will take. The events of the past four months 
have entailed incalculable losses and sufferings on the Chinese population. 

The Za Kung Pao of November 20th says that America’s sole anxiety 
is the preservation of peace, and international efforts might well be directed 
to putting a stop to the depredations of Russian troops; but there is no 
prospect of our differences being settled either by the intervention of a single 
Power or by the collective action of the Powers. The Americans proposed 
a committee of six Powers with a director of nationality other than Russian 
or Chinese ; but this proposal was vetoed by the Japanese. American and 
Japanese views are widely divergent ; and Japan holds that if there is to be 
intervention or mediation by any third Power she must be that Power. The 
American plan does not appeal to China nor can she recognise Japan’s 
predominant position; at the same time China is at one with Japan in 
deprecating any international intervention, as that would favour Russia. 
China has admitted in principle Russia’s right to appoint the director of the 
nilway, so there is no need for international intervention ; on the other 
hand, a joint control would still further postpone China’s recovery of her 
sovereign rights. There is thus no hope in intervention of any kind ; our only 
hope lies in international public opinion being strong enough to put a stop to 
Russian incursions into our territory. We have endeavoured to open 
negotiations with Russia, and though our views are widely divergent there 
is still room for efforts towards peace. The Russian attacks constitute a 
definite breach of the Kellogg Pact. That we should appeal to the Pact 
while we are ourselves in the throes of civil war may alienate sympathy from 
us; but Russia’s attacks on China are the first definite breach of the Pact 
ice its signature, and if they wish to uphold it, the signatory Powers, apart 
fom any appeal from China and regardless of China’s internal conditions, 
_ just sit and look on at warlike operations being carried out over a 
Wide area. 

The Ta Kung Pao, November 29th.—From a Russian telegram we learn 
tlat Chang Hsiieh Liang has agreed to the restoration of the original s tatus 
af the railway and to the re-instatement of the dismissed director and assistant 
director, and has, as well, asked for representatives to be sent to settle 
cutstanding questions. This is nothing less than a crushing defeat, and 
after all the sacrifices of the past four months, including material damage 
0 the amount of millions of dollars, such a result is lamentable; in view 
of the sufferings undergone by the local populations the action of the Mukden 
Verament is excusable, but it is none the less regrettable that this step 


should have been taken by a Provincial Administration rather than the 


Central Government. If the Russian telegram is correct it means that they 
Ye gained every point for which they were contending whilst we have 
‘eonditionally surrendered to the Russian demands of April 13th. The 
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Mukden and Central Governments are jointly responsible for this complete 
defeat of our diplomacy. 


The Shen Pao of December 5th says that the Powers have long watched 
the Sino-Russian dispute without vouchsafing any indication of their views 
Suddenly Great Britain, America and France have sent in an identic despatch 
to both parties expressing their hopes of a peaceful solution and reminding 
them of their obligations under the Peace Pact. This communication js 
somewhat peremptory and is open to various interpretations. 

Although both sides are treated on an equal footing, it is well known that 
China is not in a position to attack Russia whereas Russia has invaded China: 
and so far as the advice is intended to restrain Russia’s military activities 
it is favourable to China. But seeing that it is Russia who has had recours 
to military operations, while China has studiously refrained from them, it 
would seem that the Powers should have made some discrimination between 
the innocent and the guilty and not addressed identic communications to 
both parties. Their failure to do this is certainly not favourable to China. 


Shen Pao, December 6th. Russia’s rejection of the advice tendered by 
Great Britain, America and France is not merely a rejection of their advice 
on the railway dispute : it is a denial of their right to uphold the Peace Pact 
and even of the principle of the Pact itself. According to Russia, any appeal 
to the Pact must be made by all the signatory Powers jointly ; moreover, 
she rejects America’s “ advice in mandate form ” on the ground that America 
has no diplomatic relations with her. 

The Kellogg Pact has thus met with its first rebuff at the hands of Soviet 
Russia ; and China is forced to the conclusion that this talk of peace wa: 
nothing more than eye-wash, and that she has everything to fear from Russia's 
ruthlessness. The efficacy of the Pact has been gravely undermined and the 
prospects of peace seriously prejudiced. What action will the Powers now 
take ? 


The Shih Shih Hsin Pao of December 9th says that after four months 
raids on our territory, with incalculable loss of life and property, both parties 
were inclining towards peace. Since the outbreak of the dispute we have 
strictly refrained from any hostile act : not a single Chinese soldier has crossed 
the Russian frontier; Russia, on the other hand, has repeated!y made 
incursions into our territory by land, water and air. Now Great Britam, 
America and France have addressed Russia and China in support of the 
Kellogg Pact and adjured them to stop hostilities and effect a peaceful settle: 
ment; and although Russia has returned an aggressive answer and denied 
America’s right to make use of the Pact as a ground for intervention in the 
Sino-Russian dispute, her reply must not be taken at face value, for she 
averse to making enemies of powerful States. Stalin—known as Lenin Il 
—fears that a protracted war might lead to internal disorders. Now we leam 
that on December 6th Chang Hsiieh Liang opened direct negotiations with 
Russia on the following bases :—(i) Russia to appoint the director and assistant 
director of the railway and former officials to be reinstated in their poss; 
(2) responsibility for events to be decided by the two Powers without 
intervention of any third party ; (3) all points in dispute to be settled by Jo" 
negotiation. 

This question has been settled directly with the Mukden Government 
and will, accordingly, furnish a precedent for similar action by Japan; * 
has frequently attempted to do this, but has invariably been referred to ‘™ 
Nanking Government. Chang, however, has requested the instructions of the 
Central Government so that their supremacy has not been compromstt 
Nevertheless, it cannot be concealed that we have made a complete sure 
to Russia. 
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